ONLY IN ELLE DECOR
Buckminster Fuller’s
Dome over Manhattan
concept as interpreted
in the 1980s by photographer Santi Visalli.
Produced by
Charles Curkin

The New Metropolis

SANTI VISALLI/GET T Y IMAGES

F

sunlit aesthetic promising a built environment for a healthier tomorrow. Especially paired with the other simultaneous crises of our moment (economic, social, climatological),
there’s a strong case to be made that we could be on track
for an urban transformation every bit as sweeping as that
which happened a century ago.
Of course, we always could be. The past is littered with
unrealized visions for the modern metropolis, from Norman Bel Geddes’s gee-whiz “Futurama” exhibition for the
1939 World’s Fair to the trippy dome-shielded Manhattan
imagined by midcentury polymath Buckminster Fuller. It
isn’t that such high-concept proposals don’t yield any
results; in fact, bits and pieces of them frequently hide in
ELLE DECOR
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SHORTLIST
Dexter
Wimberly.
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Monkey 47 Gin

I’ve been making cocktails at
home. I’m a father of four—I think
I deserve a great Negroni or gin
and tonic from time to time.
monkey47.com

Billie Zangewa
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Dexter
Wimberly

alange-soehne.com

I’ve been wearing
this scent since it
launched in 2006.
It’s not for everyone,
but I love it!
lelabofragrances.com

THE CURATOR BEHIND A NEW
ARTIST RESIDENCY IN JAPAN
SHARES THE EIGHT THINGS
HE CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT.
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BY VANESSA L AWRENCE

Stillness Is the Key

Holiday draws on timeless Stoic
and Buddhist philosophy to show
why slowing down is the secret
weapon for those charging ahead.
ryanholiday.net
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Wave Hill

This public garden in the Bronx,
overlooking the Palisades
and the Hudson River, is so
well maintained. It’s perfect.
wavehill.org

40

Le Labo
Labdanum 18

This past March, art curator Dexter Wimberly traveled to
Hayama, Japan, with his family to visit his in-laws, an
annual pilgrimage they have made since 2012. Little did
Wimberly know, his 30-day vacation would turn into a
three-month sojourn because of COVID-19. But his
extended stay proved opportune: In the summer of 2021,
Wimberly is starting an artist residency in Hayama,
wherein recipients can learn about Japanese culture and
experience its effects on their artistic practices. “One of
the good things that came out of my trip was the clarity
for me about what that place can be,” Wimberly says.
“The town has such a calming and refocusing effect on
me.” After a career in marketing, working with companies
such as Coca-Cola and HBO, Wimberly turned his focus
to the visual arts in 2009, curating a show for the Museum
of Contemporary African Diasporan Arts in Brooklyn. He
is a senior critic with the New York Academy of Art and
the founder of Art World Conference, a platform for
connecting creatives with experts in finance and strategy.
“There is a whole world of artists who are not able to
pursue their dreams because of the financial implications
of being an artist,” says Wimberly, who will host an online
Art World Conference in October. “I have always wanted
to be a catalyst and source of empowerment for others.”
dexterwimberly.com

Cafetero Hayama

This serene café in Japan is in
what was once a traditional
Japanese home. They source
their beans from Costa Rica, and
every cup is made to order.

PORTR AIT: HERMAN L. JEAN-NOËL (NEGL AK AY PRODUCTIONS LLC); NEGRONI: SHUT TERSTOCK /SALONFOTO; WAVE HILL:
AL AMY; Z ANGEWA: COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND LEHMANN MAUPIN, NEW YORK, HONG KONG, AND SEOUL

lehmannmaupin.com

Watches are my
guiltiest pleasure.
This is an example of
a venerable German
brand taking some
design risks.

SHOWCASE
Our favorite new collections and pieces
from the world of fashion and design.

shop.cafetero-hayama.jp
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TALENT
Stylish and creative people in today’s world
of design.
BUILDER
Smart products for stylish home improvement.

JEWELRY BOX
An incredible collection of unique and
stunning jewelry.

TRUTH IN DECORATING
Designer perspectives on eclectic sculptures
and pieces created for the home in relation
to their client needs.

CLOSET CONFIDENTELLE
An inside look at the personal closets of
industry insiders and trade professionals.

ZODIAC TABLESCAPE
Chic inspiration for tablescape decor and
entertaining at home.

CULTURE

Her work is very painterly. She
uses silk and other materials to
make these beautiful tapestries.

Odysseus
by A. Lange
& Söhne

SHORTLIST
The most stylish and influential people in
the world tell us the essentials they can’t live
without.

POV
Industry insiders share their takes on the
latest in design trends and movements.

BY IAN VOLNER

Houellebecq told a radio audience in May what he
believed the world would be like in the wake of the
coronavirus pandemic. “It will be the same,” the
writer declared. “Just a bit worse.”
While Houellebecq’s pessimism shouldn’t be taken as
gospel, it does serve as a useful tonic to some of the
wilder-eyed prognostications about the post-COVID future
that have emerged over the last few months. From houses
to cities to workplaces, big changes are said to be afoot;
repeatedly, critics and designers have drawn comparisons
to the 1920s, when the devastating Spanish flu helped give
rise to the modernist revolution in architecture, its spare,

DESIGN

WHAT’S HOT!
Chic new products from the world of design.

URBAN DESIGN WILL CHANGE IN OUR POST-COVID
WORLD—WITH SKY-HIGH POTENTIAL FOR PROGRESS.

RENCH NOVELIST AND SERIAL PROVOCATEUR MICHEL

STYLE

ART SHOW
Profiles of up-and-coming artists and
photographers who are exciting
collectors today.

NOT FOR SALE
Our last page spotlighting an exclusive,
one-of-a-kind home furnishings piece,
commissioned by ELLE DECOR. Each
commissioned piece will be archival, unique
and “not for sale” to general public or trade.

CONTRIBUTORS
Stories and profiles of the people behind
the issue.
DANIEL'S KITCHEN
World-renowned chef Daniel Boulud shares
recipes for his favorite seasonal dishes
and suggests complementary wines for
sophisticated entertaining.

Drake’s Scarf
You only live once:
If wearing a fancy
scarf makes you
happy, then don’t
hesitate. I do it as
often as possible.
drakes.com

ELLE DECOR

THE BEST DESIGN DISCOVERIES

ELLE DECOR TRAVELS
A travel guide for the design enthusiast:
Find out where to shop, eat, and stay in
premier cities around the world.

W H AT ’ S

ELLE DECOR DESIGN HOTELS
A monthly spotlight on a destination and/or
hotel that is known for its exquisite design.

A Classic
QUESTION
CAN CONTEMPORARY
SPINS ON
AGE-OLD MOTIFS
ADD VITALITY TO
TRADITIONAL PIECES?

BOOKS
Excerpts and reviews of the hottest books
being released.

BY VANESSA L AWRENCE

Lamp: 11• w. X 8• d. X
29• h., $3,000. krbnyc
.com. Table: 12• w. X
15.5• d. X 18• h., $1,667.
mgbwhome.com

Produced by
Laurel J. Benedum
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ALLIE HOLLOWAY

This Blue PapierMâché lamp,
reminiscent of an
ancient Greek urn, by
artist Mark Gagnon
finds a perfect textural pairing in the
luxe Mitchell Gold +
Bob Williams Onyx
side table—ancient
Romans believed that
the stone came from
Venus’s fingernails.

TO ADVERTISE
Contact your ELLE DECOR Sales Representative or Associate Publisher
William C. Pittel at 212.649.3235 or Bill.Pittel@hearst.com.
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